Multicenter cooperative study of HLA class II alleles in Japanese patients with systemic lupus erythematosus.
Abstract The relation between HLA class II alleles and clinical findings were examined in Japanese patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE). In 284 patients with multicenter SLE, HLA class II alleles were examined using the DNA typing method, and the results were compared with the clinical findings. The frequency of DRB1*0101 and DQB1*0501 significantly increased in male patients, and that of DRB1*0803 significantly increased in patients over 50 years of age. In relation to cutaneous manifestations, there were positive photosensitivity associations with DQA1*0101 and/or DQA1*0301, malar rash with DQA1*0101 and/or DRB1*0901, alopecia with DQA1*0101, skin ulcers with DRB1*0401, and oral ulcers with DQA1*0301. In addition, there were also positive associations of myalgia with DRB1*1406 and negative associations of aseptic bone necrosis with DQA1*0601, and hepatomegaly with DRB1*0405 and/or DQA1*0401. In relation to laboratory findings, there were positive associations of hemolytic anemia with DRB1*1402 and negative associations of leukopenia with DQA1*0601, lymphopenia with DQA1*0301, and proteinuria with DRB1*0901. Interestingly, DQA1*0101 and/or DQB1*0501 were significantly associated with WHO classification type II rather than type IV. In patients with SLE, some HLA types related to clinical or laboratory findings.